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Honduran Foreign Minister Proposes U.N. Peacekeeping
Force To Prevent Contra &amp; Salvadoran Incursions
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, October 5, 1988
On Oct. 4 during a speech before the UN General Assembly, Honduran Foreign Minister Carlos
Lopez Contreras proposed an international peacekeeping force to halt border incursions by the
Nicaraguan contras and from El Salvador. Nicaragua has presented similar proposals several times
in the past, but met with Honduran disinterest. Lopez Contreras requested Secretary General Javier
Perez de Cuellar for an international force that would guarantee that Honduran territory would
not be used by Salvadoran and Nicaraguan armed insurgencies. The Honduran minister suggested
that troops from Canada, Spain and West Germany would take part in the force. "To this end, the
international peace force should locate the combatants in Nicaraguan and Salvadoran territories, far
away from the Honduran borders," he said. In April this year, West German officials said they might
be willing to contribute unarmed observers to a Central American border supervisory mission,
but had not indicated whether troops might be appropriate. Lopez also asked the UN to set up
international mechanisms to prevent "new flows of refugees through Honduras, and to speedily
repatriate or relocate in third countries those that already are in Honduran territory." US Asst.
Secretary of State Elliott Abrams was cited by the New York Times as saying that he thought it
would be "physically not possible" to remove the Nicaraguan contras from Honduran soil. If such
a peacekeeping force were to operate under a UN mandate, it would be subject to Security Council
approval, and thus US veto power. (Basic data from AP, 10/04/88; New York Times, 10/05/88)
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